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The Office of the Probate Court Administrator supports adoption of this bill.

The appointment of a guardian ad litem to represent the interests of a respondent
in a conservatorship proceeding has long rested in the discretion of the probate
courts. Because the involvement of a guardian ad litem may add to the cost and
complexity of the proceeding, courts should make such appointments sparingly.
Yet, situations can and do arise in which the appointment is appropriate fo assist
the judge in reaching a decision. A guardian ad litem can be particularly helpful in
determining the best interests of a conserved person when family members are
at odds.

To balance these concerns, we have worked with the proponents of this bill to
craft language that will provide judges with guidance when deciding whether to
appoint a guardian ad litem. The bill would also require judges to specify the
purpose of any appointment and would make it clear that the appointment of a
guardian ad litem terminates upon completion of the assigned role.




